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England and Austria in promoting the interests of the Greek
nation, but he would not for that be inclined to admit a Greek
plenipotentiary into the conference, which should in his opinion
be composed of signatory Powers only. Russia having taken
Bulgaria under her wing it would in his opinion be good policy
on the part of England and Austria to promote the interests of
the Greeks and the Serbians, and if such a policy were adopted,
he would gladly give it his best support."1

Supposing the British demands were accepted and the congress
met, the difficult question would arise of choosing a pleni-
potentiary. Lord Derby's objection to leaving England was well
known and in any case he could hardly have represented Great
Britain at this time. For the moment there was no question of
either Lord Salisbury or Lord Beaconsfield's being spared, and
the choice of the Government fell on Lord Lyons. He did not
anticipate his task with any degree of enthusiasm and wrote to
his old friend, Lord Odo Russell, for help. But with all the
goodwill in the world his friend had little to offer. He said how
glad he would be to give him hints if only he knew what British
policy was likely to be at the congress : he reviewed the situation
carefully as it appeared to him at the moment, but declared
himself absolutely in the dark as to whether the Government
accepted the consequences of their neutrality or contested
them.2

Lord Derby then notified him that he was to be associated with
Lord Lyons and with great diffidence he replied that he would
naturally afford Lord Lyons every assistance in his power, but
begged the Government to consider that he was very "super-
ficially acquainted with Eastern affairs,'* and he feared he could
not give Lord Lyons "that experienced and efficient assistance
which his colleagues will derive from such men as Prince
Lobanov, Baron Calice and Dr. Busch who are to act as second
plenipotentiaries."3 But in spite of his protest he was appointed,
and now he felt he must acquaint the Government with his views
on British policy.
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